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For John Henshaw and Joy Chao, the husband and wife
team co-piloting Vancouver-based Henshaw Architects
Inc., the Canvest Tower was a chance to take concepts
fine-tuned over years through a series of award-winning
local and international residential builds, and apply those
aesthetics to a massive commercial tower project in China.

While the whole project took over two years to complete
from inception to completion, Henshaw, Chao, and their
small team were simultaneously garnering local accolades
for home designs. The firm’s South West Marine Residence
alone won a Georgie Award for Best Landscape Design,
(when?) an Ovation Award for Best Custom Home over $3
million, and the [lluminating Engineering Society Aileen
Page Cutler Memorial Award.
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HENSHAW ARCHITECTS

ARE KNOWN FOR BRINGING BACK THE WOOD AESTHETIC
IN AN ARCHITECTURAL ERA OF GLASS AND CONCRETE

“The client loves wood, so wood was
a big part of the project- the whole
thing focussed around the heightened
space as you come around the elevator

lobby,” said Henshaw.

The main lobby was completed first-
it took eight months alone. A massive
wood panel piece with mirror finished
glass creates a glistening reflection, and
Henshaw said the staircase, to him,
resembles a spine.

“It was an opportunity to do something
different,” Henshaw said. “The staircase
was designed for commercial use, and
no children would be on site, so the

rails didn’t have to be child proofed, like
they do for many residential projects.”

“They are very dramatic stairs, but
we couldn’t do a straight line, part of
the reason is the feng shui — the front
entry cannot face the stairway-also the
height was a bit of a limitation. So that
shape came out of necessity in terms of

design,” Chao explained.

“The key to the inspiration was the
client wanted something special
to showcase the resources of the
company,’ she said. “The space is
not meant to be subtle — we wanted
to show that the company is doing
very well. We wanted to make
guests and clients feel like they
are in a very special environment
— luxury and exclusive — without

being gaudy.”

Looking forward, Henshaw and
Chao remain creatively charged,
and selective about the projects they
take on.

“We are a boutique firm — we
are more interested in taking on
interesting projects than getting
big,”" 1€k30 | said.
opportunity to do something that
we don't get to do locally — and it
was fun.”
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